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Palos Hills spy? |
Wite and friends
peiition Belgraue

By Karen Lusson-

Z lata Simic didn't worry at first when ‘her husband Bosco
was not among the travelers arriving at O Hare Arrport on
April 21. e

The 51-year-old La Grange resident had retumed to his
native Yugoslavia on April 4 to see his dying father and attend
his mothers funeral. When her husband didn't leave the
airplane with the rest of the passengers, Zlata assumed her
father-in-law had died at the last minute and.her husband had
been unable to notify her of the delay. :

But when she-still had not heard irom her husband by the
following evening, Zlata phoned her brother-in-law in Bel-
grade and discovered that Bosco had been arrested by
government authorities the day before he was ta return home.

Today, Bosco Simic remains behind bars, accused of being
a spy. For Zlata and her family, the vigil continues despite four
months of constant contact with U.S. State Department
ofiicials and legrslators.

“Everybody is so nice with me,”” Zlata says "But whrle |
complain, we have no results We are in the same spot we
wara in 3% months ago.”

Bosco Simic, who worked as an aSSocrale dean for non-
traf*monal leaming at Moraine Valley Community College in

Palos Hills, feft Yugosiavia illegally with his family in 1966 to
live in the United States. His wife's mother and srster lived in
Oak Park at the time. L

“We wanted to make a beher hfe * Zlata says :

From 1964 to 1966, Bosco worked as chief of protocol for a
Yugoslav bank. Before 1964, Bosco was employed as a
translator by the government. Although his April trip was the
first time Bosco returned to the communist country, obtammg
a visa from officials at the Yugoslav Consulate General in
Chicago was not difficult, Z!ata says.

-"He didn't have any problems, she says He got the vrsa
in less than five minutes.” LT e

Upon the advice of friends and eo-workers ‘Zlata begam
attempts at gaining her husband's release by calling and
writing several officials, including U.S.=Rep. Edward Der-
winski (R-Flossmoory+U.S. Sen:-Alan Dixon (D-Beileville),
U.S. Sen. Charles Percy (R-Wilmette), Assistant U.S. Secre~
tary of State Lawrence Eagleturger, U.S. Secretary of State
Alexander Haig and even President Ronald Reagan. .

Zlata also contacted officials from the Yugoslav Consulate
in Chicago. “They were very pleasant with me, but they didn’t
know anything,” Zlata says. Telephone messages left for the-
ambassador at the Yugosiav Embassy in Washmgton were-
not answered, she adds. Lo L T

Communication with U.S. govemment oﬂrcials has not
been a problem, Zlata says. She receives calls and letters
from them frequently. Congressional aides have been as--
signed to monitor the case. U.S. Embassy officials’in Yugo--
slavia have met with Bosco and his two attorneys and report -
that he is in good health. Everythrng that can be doneis berng '
done, they report. - : 3 “-“";r 53

. But not everyone is sausﬁed. )

'lmooncemedmateoscoSrmrc’smsersasmall fishina:

-sort of charges have been filed and whether they feel hes
_broken the laws,” Humphrey says. RN <

. :as to why Bosco Simic has been indicted on spy charges. s

? Only weeks before Bosco was to return from- Yugoslavra

;:pamcrpatmg in the program,.he suggested Bos? Simic.]
-Croatian.” - - FUITEE el

JTeply was sent, he says... -". = SN

"Department’s efforts at securing Simic’s release. “I'm afraid

‘was hard for Leila — very hard,” Zlata says. “She was very

‘remains optimistic. “l have to be optimistic,” she says. “l hope
Jor_the best. | hope he'll come, home soon — - by the end of
_September at 1he 1ateSt.” i (hia o s s s pasa b s seen .t

large giobal sea of politics,” says Lee Hams. aMoraine Valley ]

obtain information. “They certainly have communicated, but
we fail to see any posmve results ofwhatever they're doing.”

Actual progress is slow, Zlata says. For instance, after U.S.
Sen. Percy had a July 6 meeting with Yugoslav Ambassador
Budimir Loncar, Zlata received a letter from Percy. The letter
stated that Loncar had expressed optimism that “the situation
will be resolved soan,” and that the famrly shouldnt worry
about the resuit.” .- i3

In addition, Zlata did not drscover that tba c’rarge fi Ied
against her husband was espionage untit July 28, when-
Richard Miles, former Yugoslav country officer for the U.S. !
State Department, called her: Miles:reported then that U.S..
State Department officials would be receiving a copy of the |
indictment any day and that the Yugoslav government had
scheduled her husband‘s tnal for the end of September Zlata
says.. o RN

. But four weeks later U S State Deparkmem offrcrals had”
not received the document, says George Humphrey, new
Yugoslav country officer. “We continue to be in touch with Mr. .|
Simic there, and also with his lawyersx and the Yugoslav{
authorities,”  Humphrey says “Hopefully,f,we ] know maore
about the exact charges.” = “.iu. GErs

Until they receive a copy of the’ mdrctment offrcrals wont
_decide how to handle the Simic case. “it'all depends on what

e

Zlata's family, friends and co-workers ‘only can speculate-

Often,. such- cases are.created by Yugoslav government:
officials to mask economic problems, says Nicholas Moravce--
vich, head of the department of Slavic languages and:
literature at the University of litinois at Chicago Circle, where-
Bosco Simic is a doctoral candidate. Defendants frequently

are tried, found guilty and then releaseq Moravcevich says.
- “It's obviously something for internai consumption,” he
says. "lt's a part of their own propaganda.”. :

Moravcevich visited the University of Belgrade to establish a
cultural-exchange program upon ‘invitation from Yugoslav
educators. When Moravcevich was asked whether-he knew:
of any facuity members or students who might be interested in{

“They seemed to be delighted,” Moravcevich s ys. “They
knew he was born in Yugoslavra and ﬂuenr m Serbo-~

- Moravcevich smcewrote to the director of the Umversr{y of
Belgrade, dissolving any plans for the exchange program No

Like Harris, Moravcevich is frustrated wrth the U S State

that the palicy of the State Department people is one of
appeasémentin all of these cases,” Moravcevich says. “They
just feel that Yugoslavs should not be provoked.”

While Zlata says the State Department’s assurance that
her husband is not being physically mistreated is comforting,
she continues to worry. Bosco suffered. a heart attack three
years ago, has high blood pressure and’ expenences severs
migraine headaches, she says.

- For her two children, 21-year-old Lrllran and 13-year—o!d
Leila, adjusting to their father’s absence has been diffieult. “It
close to my-husband.” ..’ NS S

As her husband begrns his fifth month in pnson Zla!a
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